
 

Crops in Assam typically receive 4 to 8 hours of sunlight per day, depending on the season 
and weather conditions: 
 
 
1. Summer (March to May): Around 6 to 8 hours of sunlight daily, with longer days. 
 
2. Monsoon (June to September): Reduced sunlight due to overcast skies, around 4 to 6 
hours. 
3. Winter (November to February): Around 5 to 7 hours, with shorter days and mild fog. 
 
In Assam, a typical solar panel can generate about 3 to 5 kWh (kilowatt-hours) per day, 
depending on factors like panel efficiency, orientation, and weather conditions. Here are the 
key factors that affect solar power generation: 
 
1. Sunlight Hours: Assam receives about 4 to 6 hours of effective sunlight per day, 
depending on the time of year. 
2. Panel Efficiency: Standard panels convert around 15-20% of solar energy into electricity. 
3. Weather Conditions: The presence of clouds, rain, or fog during the monsoon season can 
reduce solar power generation. 
 
For example, if you have a 1 kW solar panel system, it could generate approximately 3 to 5 
kWh per day in Assam, translating to 90 to 150 kWh per month. 
________________________________ 
 
Nutrients in Ample Supply in North-East: 
 
1. Nitrogen (N): 
 
Source: Leguminous plants and decomposing organic matter contribute to nitrogen levels. 
Role: Vital for plant growth, especially in the formation of proteins and chlorophyll. 
 
2. Potassium (K): 
Source: The region’s rich volcanic and alluvial soils tend to have abundant potassium. 
Role: Essential for photosynthesis, water regulation, and overall plant health. 
 
 
3. Calcium (Ca): 
Source: Found in sufficient amounts in the region’s soils, especially in areas with less acidic 
conditions. 
Role: Important for cell wall structure, growth, and root development. 
 
4. Sulfur (S): 
Source: Present in moderate to adequate quantities, especially in forested and wetland 
areas. 
Role: Essential for protein synthesis and enzyme activation. 
5. Iron (Fe): 
Source: Rich in iron, especially in the laterite soils. 
Role: Necessary for chlorophyll formation and respiration. 



 

•Nutrients Deficient in Some Areas: 
 
1. Phosphorus (P): 
 
Cause of Deficiency: The soil in many areas is acidic, which limits the availability of 
phosphorus. Even when present, it may be bound in forms unavailable to plants. 
Role: Crucial for energy transfer and the development of roots and flowers. 
 
2. Magnesium (Mg): 
 
Cause of Deficiency: Magnesium can leach out in areas with heavy rainfall, leading to 
deficiency. 
Role: Plays a key role in photosynthesis and enzyme activation. 
 
3. Zinc (Zn): 
Cause of Deficiency: Zinc can be deficient in acidic soils, which is common in Northeast 
India. 
Role: Important for enzyme function and protein synthesis. 
 
4. Manganese (Mn): 
Cause of Deficiency: Often occurs in soils with high pH levels or under waterlogged 
conditions. 
Role: Plays a role in photosynthesis and plant metabolism. 
 
5. Copper (Cu): 
Cause of Deficiency: Copper may also be low in the acidic soils of some areas. 
Role: Essential for enzyme function and the formation of chlorophyll. 
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Carbon Sequestration in Northeast India: 
Carbon sequestration refers to the process of capturing and storing carbon dioxide (CO2) 
from the atmosphere, and it is essential in combating climate change. In Northeast India, 
carbon sequestration is an important issue due to the region's unique ecosystem, forests, 
and agricultural practices. 
 
1. Forests and Agroforestry Systems: 
Northeast India has dense, diverse forests that play a major role in carbon sequestration. 
These forests store significant amounts of carbon in both biomass and soil organic matter. 
Forests like the subtropical and temperate forests in this region act as major carbon sinks. 
 
 
Agroforestry practices, where trees are integrated with crops, also contribute to carbon 
sequestration. These systems not only capture carbon but also improve soil health and 
biodiversity. 
 
2. Soil Organic Carbon: 
The region’s soils, particularly the forested ones, tend to be rich in organic carbon due to 
high rainfall and biomass input from plant matterHowever, deforestation, land degradation, 



 

and slash-and-burn agriculture (common in shifting cultivation practices or jhum farming) can 
lead to the loss of this carbon stock. The challenge is to maintain and enhance soil organic 
carbon by promoting sustainable agricultural practices and reforestation efforts. 
3. Wetlands and Paddy Fields: 
 
 
Wetlands in Northeast India, including those in Assam, also play a role in carbon 
sequestration, as they store carbon in the form of organic matter in waterlogged soils. 
 
 
Similarly, paddy fields, if managed properly, can sequester carbon through anaerobic 
processes in the soil, though over-irrigation and improper management can lead to methane 
emissions, which are potent greenhouse gases. 
 
 
4. Challenges and Opportunities: 
 
 
Deforestation for agricultural expansion is one of the biggest threats to carbon sequestration 
in the region. Encouraging sustainable land-use practices, reforestation, and conservation 
agriculture could enhance carbon storage. 
 
 
Improved Agricultural Practices: Practices like mulching, organic farming, and reducing 
tillage can increase carbon storage in soils while improving soil health. 
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Considering the nutrient content and soil characteristics of Northeast India, here are some of 
the best crops for the region, selected based on their ability to thrive in the available soil 
nutrients and conditions: 
 
 
1. Rice (Oryza sativa) 
 
 
Nutrient Needs: High in nitrogen (N), moderate phosphorus (P), and potassium (K). 
 
 
Why it works: Rice is well-suited for the region’s paddy fields, where organic matter is 
abundant, and it can tolerate the slightly acidic to neutral soil conditions. The region’s high 
rainfall and water availability make it ideal for paddy cultivation. 
 
 
Benefits: Rice can be grown with low phosphorus input and can efficiently use the nitrogen 
available in the region's soils. 
 
 



 

 
2. Maize (Zea mays) 
 
 
Nutrient Needs: High nitrogen (N) and phosphorus (P), moderate potassium (K). 
 
 
Why it works: Maize thrives in the nutrient-rich, slightly acidic soils typical of Northeast India. 
It benefits from nitrogen availability and can be grown as a rotational crop to restore soil 
fertility. 
 
 
Benefits: Maize helps improve soil structure and can be intercropped with legumes to boost 
nitrogen levels. 
 
 
 
4. Chili (Capsicum annuum) 
 
 
Nutrient Needs: High in phosphorus (P) and potassium (K), moderate nitrogen (N). 
 
 
Why it works: Chili plants grow well in well-drained, moderately acidic soils, and the region’s 
soil has sufficient potassium and phosphorus content to support their growth. 
 
 
Benefits: Chili farming can improve soil health by adding organic matter through plant 
residues. 
 
 
 
5. Ginger (Zingiber officinale) 
 
 
Nutrient Needs: Moderate nitrogen (N), high potassium (K), and moderate phosphorus (P). 
 
 
Why it works: Ginger prefers well-drained, organic-rich, slightly acidic soils, which are typical 
in Northeast India’s humid climate. The region’s soils can provide the right balance of 
nutrients like potassium and phosphorus. 
 
 
Benefits: Ginger’s roots help improve soil structure, and it’s a high-value crop for export, 
offering economic benefits. 
 
 
 



 

6. Turmeric (Curcuma longa) 
 
 
Nutrient Needs: Moderate nitrogen (N), high potassium (K), and moderate phosphorus (P). 
 
 
Why it works: Like ginger, turmeric thrives in the same soil conditions. The region’s high 
organic matter and rich soil ensure sufficient potassium and phosphorus for turmeric 
cultivation. 
 
 
Benefits: Turmeric can be grown with minimal use of synthetic fertilizers, as it utilizes the 
organic matter and nutrients in the soil. 
 
 
 
7. Sweet Potato (Ipomoea batatas) 
 
 
Nutrient Needs: Moderate nitrogen (N), potassium (K), and phosphorus (P). 
 
 
Why it works: Sweet potatoes grow well in well-drained, slightly acidic to neutral soils, which 
are abundant in the region. They can also help in reclaiming soils that have been depleted of 
nutrients. 
 
 
Benefits: Sweet potatoes improve soil structure and can be grown in rotational systems, 
adding organic matter to the soil. 
 
 
 
8. Peas (Pisum sativum) 
 
 
Nutrient Needs: High nitrogen (N) and phosphorus (P), moderate potassium (K). 
 
 
Why it works: Peas, like other legumes, are excellent at fixing nitrogen, which helps 
replenish soil nitrogen. They can thrive in the fertile soils of Northeast India, especially when 
grown in rotation with other crops. 
 
 
Benefits: Peas help reduce the need for synthetic nitrogen fertilizers by fixing atmospheric 
nitrogen. 
 
 
 



 

9. Beans (Phaseolus vulgaris) 
 
 
Nutrient Needs: Moderate nitrogen (N), high phosphorus (P), and potassium (K). 
 
 
Why it works: Beans are nitrogen-fixing crops that thrive in the region’s soils, especially 
when grown in rotation systems. They benefit from the region’s organic-rich soils and high 
rainfall. 
 
 
Benefits: Beans improve soil fertility by fixing nitrogen and can be intercropped with other 
crops to enhance overall soil health. 
 
 
 
10. Mustard (Brassica juncea) 
 
 
Nutrient Needs: Moderate phosphorus (P) and potassium (K), low nitrogen (N). 
 
 
Why it works: Mustard can grow well in soils with moderate phosphorus and potassium 
levels. It is ideal for regions with slightly acidic soil conditions. 
 
 
Benefits: Mustard improves soil by adding organic matter, and its oil is an important 
agricultural product. 
 
 
 
11. Aloe Vera (Aloe barbadensis) 
 
 
Nutrient Needs: Low nitrogen (N), phosphorus (P), and potassium (K). 
 
 
Why it works: Aloe vera can grow in arid, well-drained soils and is ideal for areas where 
other crops may struggle due to excess moisture. It requires minimal nutrients and can thrive 
in less fertile soil. 
 
 
Benefits: Aloe vera helps improve soil structure and reduces soil erosion. 
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